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' our own party/ I tried to imagine him sitting beside me, as he did then; but the surroundings were rather incongruous, and save for the fear of hurting their feelings, I could well have dispensed with dining in state, with both Fauma and Lauilo waiting upon me. I sat up to see the others come home, and found they had
enjoyed  themselves  immensely;   Mr.   M------'s
eldest daughter, who has been at school in San Francisco, danced and recited, and Austin, evidently feeling that the credit of Vailima must be upheld, volunteered to recite too, and surprised his family by giving a passage from the Lay of the Last Minstrel with great spirit There was some general dancing to wind up ; and I must not forget to add that Louis, who had spent the day since he left home about 10 A.M. in paying calls, not only went to the dinner-party and was in capital spirits, but actually joined in the dancing! Now, isn't that a very different person from the Louis that you have been recently acquainted with ? He did not return home, however, with the rest; after so tiring a day, he and Fanny thought it wiser to stay for the night at our 'town house/ And thereby hangs a tale.
I  do  not fancy I told you that Mr. H------
recently moved to a very nice house in Apia, close
to the sea, where I went with Mrs. C------to
call on him lately, and was treated to beer by the hospitable Abdul. We admired, and rather